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Indiana Women Smoking Rates by Education Level 
 

• As with all populations groups, smoking rates decline as 
education levels increase. 

 
• Thirty-eight percent of women with less than a high school 

education are current smokers. 

Indiana Women Smoking by Age  
 

• Women in the 18-24 age group have the highest proportion of 
smokers at among women of all age groups at 37 percent. 

 
• Nearly one-third of women in age groups 35-44 are current 

smokers. 
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Quit Intentions of Women Smoker

Intentions to Quit Smoking 
 

• Intentions to quit smoking among women in Indiana are similar to the proportion of all smokers in the state.  A
female smokers want to quit.  The percent of women smokers in Indiana expecting to ever quit or quit in the 
higher than the percentage of men smokers. 
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Sources: 2005 Indiana Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance Survey, 2004 Indiana Adult Tobacco Survey, 2004 Indiana Youth Tobac
and Smoking: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Serv
Health Promotion, Office on Smoking and Health; 2001.  Novotny TE, Giovino, GE. Tobacco use. In: Brownson RC, Remington PL
ed. Washington, DC: American Public Health Association, 1998. pp. 117–148.  

Smoking During Pregnancy 
 
Cigarette smoking among women increases the risk for infertility, preterm delivery, stillbir
death syndrome (SIDS).    
 

• Twenty to thirty percent (20-30%) of the cases of low birth weight babies can be a
 
• Women who smoke during pregnancy had more than twice the risk of delivering a
 
• Babies with mothers who smoked during pregnancy have twice the risk of SIDS a
 
• Women who smoke have a higher incidence of ectopic pregnancy.   
 
• Pregnant smokers also have a 30-50% higher risk for miscarriage than nonsmoke

 
The rate of Indiana mothers who reported smoking during pregnancy (18%)  is considera
Even more alarming are rates in Indiana counties that exceed state and national average
the Pregnant Women and Smoking fact sheet for county specific rates. 
 
Prenatal exposure to secondhand smoke is also harmful to children and affects menta
exposed to secondhand smoke during pregnancy have lower scores on test for cognitive
living in smoke free homes. 

The high rate of smoking by Indiana women illustrate why tobacco use greatly impacts ou
Through Indiana’s tobacco control program we continue to raise Hoosiers’ awareness of 
Several Indiana communities are working to create policies addressing secondhand smo
continues to strive for a state where all can live without tobacco!      
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http://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/data_statistics/sgr/sgr_2001/index.htm
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